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TAGS: PBOR, MARR, UNSC, IS, LE, XE 
SUBJECT: SIILASVUO REQUESTS HELP 

REP: JERUSALEM 948 


Message Text 


1. RAISED SIILASVUO'S PROBLEMS WITH BOUTROS MORNING APRIL 1. 
TOLD HIM WE WOULD SUPPORT UN EFFORTS GET INCREASED STAFFING 
FOR UNIFIL AND WERE EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES SUCH AS NIGERIAN 
CONTINGENT. 


2. THEN SHOWED HIM PARA 3 AND PARA 4 REFTEL REGARDING 
SIILASVUO’S NEED FOR GOL REPRESENTATIVES IN THE SOUTH AND 
LIAISON OPFICER AT NAQURAH. BOUTROS GOT ON TELEPHONE 
IMMEDIATELY TO COL. AHMAD AL-HAJJ, COMMANDER OF THE INTERNAL 
SECURITY FORCES, ABOUT THE QUESTION OF GENDARMES TO WORK WITH 
UNIFIL. HE PREFACED CALL BY TELLING ME HE AND PRESIDENT AND 
PRIME MINISTER HAD MET WITH HAJJ YESTERDAY MORNING TO 
IMPRESS UPON HIM NEED TO GET CRACKING. HAJJ WAS DOING 
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EVERYTHING HE COULD, BUT MINISTER OF INTERIOR WAS NOT 
BEING AS HELPFUL AS HE COULD BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN LEFT 
OUT OF YESTERDAY'S MEETING. 


3. BOUTROS AND HAJJ HAD ANIMATED CONVERSATION, 
RELAYED TO ME PERIODICALLY FOR COMMENT. HAJJ REPORTED 
THAT THERE WERE 57 GENDARMES IN THE TOWN OF TYRE. THEY 
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WERE UNDER THE COMMAND OF A LT. SAMI DAHER WHO IN TURN 
WAS UNDER THE CONTROL OF A CAPTAIN ASSAD DAHER AT SIDON. 
THEY WERE SENDING AN ENGLISH AND FRENCH-SPEAKING LIAISON 
OFFICER, A LT. FAYEZ SAIF, TO TYRE THIS MORNING TO 
HELP. PROBLEM WAS, HOWEVER, THAT THERE WAS NO UNIFIL 
COMMANDER WITH OVERALL RESPONSIBILITY ON THE SCENE. 

4. AL HAJJ SAID THAT TYRE GENDARMERIE COMMANDER HAD 
GONE TO SEE FRENCH COMMANDER TO ASK IF HE NEEDED 
HELP AND FRENCHMAN HAD SAID THEY DID NOT NEED HELP 
SINCE THEY DID NOT YET CONTROL THE BRIDGES. HE HAD ALSO 
GONE TO SEE SOME NORWEGIAN AND HAD INCONCLUSIVE 
CONVERSATION WITH HIM. WHO COULD SPEAK ON BEHALF OF 
UNIFIL? THERE SHOULD BE RESPONSIBLE OFFICER IN EITHER 
TYRE OR SIDON. 

5. WE THEN TURNED TO QUESTION OF KHARDALI AND QAQAIYYA 
BRIDGES. HAJJ SAID THERE WERE GENDARMES IN AREA NORTH 
OF LITANI WHO WERE READY TO GO SOUTH TO HELP AT BRIDGES 
PROVIDED UNIFIL COULD GIVE THEM ESCORT ACROSS THE 
BRIDGES. WE DISCUSSED THIS IN THREE-WAY CONVERSATION 
FOR A COUPLE OF MINUTES AND AGREED THAT THIS WAS 
MATTER WHICH HAD TO BE COORDINATED BETWEEN SOMEONE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR UNIFIL AND LEBANESE OFFICIALS ON THE 
GROUND. THIS WAS NOT SOMETHING THAT COULD BE WORKED 
OUT THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 
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6. MESSAGE IS: IF UNIFIL WANTS TO GET THE GENDARMES 
THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE TO GET OFF THEIR 
COLLECTIVE FUNDAMENT AND SEND SOMEBODY RESPONSIBLE 
UP HERE IMMEDIATELY. WE ARE PREPARED TO DO EVERYTHING 
WE CAN TO SUPPORT THEM, BUT THERE IS JUST SO MUCH WE 
CAN DO IF THERE IS NO RESPONSIBLE UNIFIL REPRESENTATIVE 
HERE. AS BOUTROS REMARKED, WHERE IS SIILASVUO, WHERE 
IS ERSKINE, HOW DO THEY EXPECT US TO COOPERATE WITH 
THEM IF THEY HAVE NO SPOKESMAN HERE? 

7. IF SIILASVUO'S ANSWER IS THAT LIAISON SHOULD BE 
THROUGH THE LOCAL MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION COMMANDER, 
THE CORSICAN COL. ESPINASSY, NEWLIN CAN TELL HIM WE 

DO NOT THINK ESPINASSY HAS WHAT IT TAKES TO DO THE JOB. 

THEY HAVE GOT TO GET SOMEONE UP HERE WHO HAS OVERALL 
AUTHORITY, SOME BREADTH OF VISION AND A SENSE OF 
URGENCY. 

8. WITH REGARD TO SECOND PROBLEM, LIAISON OFFICER AT 
NAQURAH, BOUTROS SAID HE HAD EXPLAINED EARLIER TO 
SIILASVUO THAT THEY NEEDED A PUBLIC STATEMENT FROM HIM, 
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SIILASVUO, THAT HE WAS REQUESTING ASSIGNMENT OF LIAISON 
OEFICER THERE IN ORDER TO SOFTEN CRITICISM THAT THE GOL WAS 
COOPERATING WITH THE ISRAELIS. THIS WAS PUBLIC 
RELATIONS GESTURE WHICH BOUTROS HAD THOUGHT EVERYONE 
UNDERSTOOD AND WOULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN CARE OF SOME TIME 
AGO. TO DATE, THERE HAD BEEN NO ACTION BY UNTSO AND 
THERE APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN A MISUNDERSTANDING. HE 
THEN CALLED UP GENERAL KHOURY AND TOLD HIM TO FORGET 
ABOUT THE ANNOUNCEMENT AND TO SEND THE MAN DOWN TO 
NAQUARAH IMMEDIATELY. QUESTION REMAINS, WITH WHOM IS 
HE GOING TO LIAISE? IS THERE SOMEONE AT NAQUARAH WITH 
OVERALL AUTHORITY? 

9. BOUTROS THEN CALLED PRIME MINISTER AND ASKED HIM 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 04 BEIRUT 01806 0II244Z 

PLEASE TO GET ON THE PHONE TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR 

AND TELL HIM TO COOPERATE WITH REGARD SENDING GENDARMES 

TO SOUTH. 

10. 1 HAVE NO OBJECTION TO NEWLIN SHOWING THIS 
TELEGRAM TO SIILASVUO IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

PARKER 
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